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Instructor: John Allison 
Office: CH 3 l 6F 
Literary History and Bibliography 
English 4950/Spring '97 
Phones: 581-6978 (office), 348-0269 (home) 
Email: cfjba@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: MWF: 10:00-11:00, 1:00-2:00, and by appointment 
PURPOSE OF COURSE 
To help you develop a substantive literary-historical knowledge of periods, 
movements, genres, and figures; 
To encourage you to develop ideas concerning likely and possible causes of 
literary change; 
To encourage you to examine ideas about the formation and revision of canons; 
To provide an opportunity to engage in literary-historical research and 
interpretation, a project that will require you to work with bibliographic 
and other scholarly resources. 
FORMAL COMPONENTS OF GRADE 
Midterm Examination (25%): Your midterm will include two parts. In part one 
· you will respond to twenty of the twenty-five short-answer items. In part two you 
will write an essay (about 450-500 words) based on one of three items. You will 
have two class periods to complete the midterm -- first part one, then part two. 
Research Essay (40%): In your research essay (10-12 pages, not including 
"Works Cited" and other machinery), you will examine a period of literary 
transition, a period of particular interest to you. Your job will be to advance 
and/or challenge proposed causes for literary change within the period of 
transition. Your argument must be supported by analysis of a significant range 
of sources (6-8 sources). 
Final Examination (3 5% ): The final will include two parts. In part one you will 
respond to twenty of twenty-five short-answer items. In part two you will write 
two essays (about 450 words each) on the basis of two of four items presented. 
over 
EVALUATION OF WORK 
I use a simple ten-point scale when I assign grades. For example, an 85% is a "B," and 
82% is a "B-," an 87% is a "B+." 
When I evaluate your written work on exams and essays, I will consider the following 
elements: specificity and depth of content, logic and coherence of organization, clarity 
and grace of style, grammatical and mechanical correctness. Of course, content and 
organization deserve greater emphasis than do style and correctness. But an essay with a 
tortured style and/or a series of composition errors cannot earn a grade above a "C." To 
help you with your work, I will gladly meet with you about your work to answer questions 
and offer explanations. As you begin work on the research essay, I will meet with you 
during a conference. And at your request, I will meet with you to discuss your drafting of 
the essay. This way I can advise you about improvements you can make to the essay 
before you submit it for grading. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY RELATED TO GRADE 
Since your presence in class is important to your learning and your peers', you will forfeit 
one letter grade (100/o) after three unexcused absences. Thereafter, you will forfeit 5% for 
each additional unexcused absence. To receive an excused absence, you must provide 
verification from Health Service, a doctor, or an appropriate member of the faculty or staff 
of Eastern Illinois University. A message from you that you have missed class or that you 
will miss class will not be sufficient basis for an excused absence. 
TEXTBOOKS FOR COURSE 
Norton Anthology of English Literature, I & 2. 
Norton Anthology of American Literature, I & 2. 
Abrams, A Glossary of Literary Terms. 
Note: From time to time, I may place books on reserve as additional, not required, 
resources for you. 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please 
contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as 
possible. 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
OLD AND MIDDLE ENGLISH 
1. Week of Januarv 13 
-Introduction to Course 
-Abrams, Vol. I, 1-5 ("The Old English Period"); 19-43 ("The Dream of the 
Rood" and Introduction to Beowulf) 
2.Week of January 20 
-King's Birthday: NO CLASSES 
-Abrams, 43-70 (Beowolf and "The Wanderer"); Abrams, 5-15 and 200-43 ("The 
Middle English Period" and Parts I-III of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight) 
3. Week of January 27 
-Abrams, 243-54, 76-100 (Part IV of Sir Gawain and "General Prologue" to 
The Cantebury Tales) 
-Abrams, 254-86 (From Piers Plowman); Abrams, 286-291 ("Middle English 
Lyrics") 
4. Week of February 3 
-Abrams, 318-44 (Second Shepherds' Play) 
-Abrams, 344-363 (From Marte Darthur); Literary Historical and Bibliographic 
Resources: Handout and Lecture 
RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION 
5. Week ofFebruary 10 
-Abrams, 395-413 ("The Sixteenth Century"); 434-36, 438-40, 450-57 
Wyatt and Howard); Abrams, 458-59; 483-500 (From The Defence of Poesy) 
-Abrams, 501-503, 516-72 (From The Faerie Queene) 
6. Week of February 17 
-Abrams, 748-49, 768-80l(Marlowe, The Tragical History ofDr Faustus) 
-Abrams, 805, 807, 810, 820, 822 (Songs and Sonnets of Shakespeare); 
Abrams, 968-88; 1003-1006, 1007-12; 1021-22, 1030-33 (Prose: Style 
and Mannerism) 
7. Week of February 24 
-Abrams, 1069-79, 1652-54 (Early Seventeenth Century and Its Literary Modes) 
-Abrams, 1257-64,1269-70; 1658-67, 1672-81,1756-61 (Prose: Toward Clarity); 
Review for Midterm 
8. Week of March 3 
-Midterm Examination: Part I 
-Midterm Examination: Part II 
9. Week of March 10 
-Abrams, 1126-28, 1223-26; 1080-82, 1090-91, 1103-1106, 1114, 1116, 
1123-24 (Jonson and Donne) 
-Abrams, 1369-76; 1414-15, 1420-22, 1430-33 (Herbert and Marvell); 
Baym, Anthology of American Literature, Vol. I, 199-203, 209-17; 276-77, 
278-79, 286-87, 294-95 (Bradstreet and Taylor) 
SPRING BREAK (March 17-21) 
10. Week of March 24 
-Abrams, 1433-35, 1474-1557, 1566-93, 1606-10 (Paradise Lost, Books 1-7, 9, 
12) 
RESTORATION AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
-Abrams I, 1776-86 ("Restoration and Eighteenth Century); 1786-90, 1837-
1842 (Dryden); Abrams, 2007-2009, 2023-39 (Swift) 
I I. Week of March 31 
-Abrams, 2212-2216, 2233-2252, 2278-88 (Pope) 
-Baym, I, 379-405, 436-440; 440-42, 487-503, 537-48 (Jonathan Edwards 
and Benjamen Franklin); Abrams, II, 1-17; Baym, I, 879-86; Abrams, 11, 891-910 
(Nineteenth Century) 
ROMANTICISM AND VICTORIANISM 
13. Week of April 14 
-Abrams, 11, 126-29, 141-52, 187-93, 205-222, 267-74 (Wordsworth); Abrams, II, 
323-26, 330-49, 381-92 (Coleridge) 
-Abrams, II, 479-83, 491-513; 643-47, 666-671, 676-678; 766-69, 792-94 
Byron, Shelley, Keats) 
14. Week of April 21 
-The Gothics and the Sages: Abrams, II, 844-62; Baym, I, 1169-73, 1229-48; 
1430-35, 1438, 1439-41, 1453-62 (Mary Shelley, Hawthorne, Poe); 
Abrams, II, 910-15, 933-58; Baym, I, 989-93, 1021-33, 1672-78; 
1719-28, 1761-70 (Carlyle, Emerson, Thoreau) 
-Abrams, II, 1052-63, 1067-69; Baym, I, 2027, 2048-55, 2112-16 (Tennyson and 
Whitman) 
REALISM AND MODERNISM 
15. Week of Aprif28 
-Baym II, 274-77, 402-45, 431-45 (Henry James) 
-Essays Due In Class; Abrams, II, 1859-63, 1180-81, 1883-86; Baym, II, 1144-
46, 1148-51, 1159-60, 1164 (Yeats and Stevens); Review; Student Evaluation of 
Instruction 
NOTES 
